
KOKOMO's first trip: A dream-voyage to San Francisco 

 
 The first KOKOMO adventure begins on Sunday Morning; October 11. 2015. At 07:00 we start 
from Dana Point, CA for our destination San Francisco, 435 Nm or about 810 km away.  

 
 The day begins with a beautiful sunrise and calm waters. KOKOMO glides easily 
out of the harbor and in the pilothouse Jurg, Ruth and Jack as well as Randy are eager 
to experience the feeling of being out at sea with this new beautiful small ship. On this 
trip no diving is scheduled - our goal is to make sure ally of the complex systems 
onboard of KOKOMO are working 
perfectly. 
 
 After the driving out of the 
harbor with the outside pod-control, 
the Autopilots take over and guide 
KOKOMO in a smooth, straight line  

 
from waypoint to waypoint. With the see 
being calm we can do an average of 8 knots 
or 15 km/h. Unlike driving a car, driving a ship 
is almost fully automatic. The navigation-
computers make sure the ship follows the 
plotted track with a maximum offset of less 

than 20 m. The engines have a complex surveillance and in addition to all this we have a constant video-

 



feed from 3 cameras throughout the ship, a camera looking forward and two looking back.  
For a comfortable lunch or dinner these images can be transmitted to the big-screen TV in the salon. 
 

 
  
 We travel with good speed, passing Santa Catalina Island and can see Los Angeles in the foggy 
air. When we start the navigation offshore, towards the Channel Islands we are seeing more and more 
Dolphins and sometimes Sea Lions cross our path. From a distance the Sea Lions are easily 
misinterpreted for Dolphins, as they swim in a very similar way. 
 
 
 Its getting time to look for a good 
anchorage in the protection of the first of the 
Channel Islands - but as we get close, there are 
lots of kelp patches, which should not be 
disturbed and further out the water is not calm 
enough for a good nights sleep. So we decide to 
move on towards San Luis Obispo, where we 
arrive relaxed in the late morning of the following 
day.  

 
The ship is of course equipped with a complete and luxurious galley and 4 nice staterooms with 
comfortable beds. We anchor in the bay and spend a wonderful day exploring the small area around the 
old fishing harbor where we can see the amazingly fun Sea Otters play and swim. 
 



 After a good nights sleep in San Luis we 
continue early for Monterey, our next stop. We 
see lots of Dolphins and an increasing number of 
different whales. The weather is again beautiful 
and warm.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Two days later we start in the evening for our final leg to 
San Francisco - and in time for the sunrise we arrive 
outside of the bay and see the majestic and beautiful 
Golden Gate bridge in the early morning light. 
 
 
 

 
 
 This is probably one moment we all will never forget anymore. On our first trip with KOKOMO 
after a successful test drive to arrive at and pass under this great and famous bridge! We pass along the 
city shores, past Alcatraz to our mooring site: South Beach Harbor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



remaining problems are solved, KOKOMO will start going south for her real task: Diving Expeditions.  
 
 

 
     
 
 
 

  One week later, we are happily back in Dana Point - our mission completed. Once the few 


